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WHAT IS PHYSICAL ABUSE?
PHYSICAL ABUSE IS  the actual or attempted physical injury to a child, including the administration of toxic substances, where there is knowledge, or reasonable suspicion, that the injury was inflicted or knowingly not prevented.

Physcial Abuse is intentionally causing physical harm to a child.  This can include the use of physical force, hitting, biting, burning, shaking and kicking.  It can also include giving a child alcohol, drugs, cigarettes or other harmful substances.  

WHERE MIGHT THE INJURIES BE ON THE BODY?

Ears:



Pinch marks or bruising

Mouth:



Torn lip or in the mouth, injury to tongue

Shoulders:


Bruising

Arms:



Bruising, grasp marks or burns

Back, Buttocks or thighs:
Bruising, outline of belt or burns

Face:



Bruising

Neck:



Grasp marks or bruising

Chest:



Bruising

Hands:



Burns

Genitals:


Bruising

Some of the signs and symptoms of physical abuse can be very similar to normal, everyday minor accidents that children have.  Therefore it is vital to have a good knowledge of which injuries may suggest that an accident has occurred and which injuries may be the signs of abuse.  The chart on the following page gives examples of this.
Accident or Abuse?

	Signs and Symptoms of Physical Abuse
	Accidental
	Suspicious

	
	
	

	Burns and scalds
	· Often an unclear outline to the burn

· Easily explained and makes sense

· Not recurrent

· Burns treated
	· Clear outline eg. The shape of an object such as the round end of a cigarette
· Not easily explained

· Recurrent

· Not treated

· Unusual position eg. Buttocks

	
	
	

	Fractures (broken bones)
	      -    Arms and legs (although 
            rare in young children 
            under two years)

	     -     Recurrent
     -     Unreasonable explanation

     -     Untreated

     -     No history of severe 
            accident                         


	
	
	

	Head Injury
	      -    The explanation given 
            consistent with injury and
            the developmental age of 
            the child eg. Children 
            who are just learning to 
            walk may have bruises 
            from falling over.
	      -     History inconsistent with 
             injury
      -     Bleeding and bruised ears

       -    Bleeding into the eyes 
             which could be caused 
             by shaking

	
	
	

	Cuts and other injuries
	· Minor and superficial
· Easily explained and treated

· Animal bite mark

· Young babies tend to scratch their own faces
	· Bite marks from an adult (other children often bite)
· Large, deep scratches and cuts

· Injuries to the inside of the mouth, under the tongue or inside the upper lip

	
	
	

	Bruises
	Most children will have a few scattered bruises which form no particular pattern.  These are usually on the bony areas such as knees, chin or elbow.
	· Recurrent and/or frequent bruises in hidden or unusual places
· pinch marks

· Hand print marks

· Marks which represent an object such as an object or belt




Apart from the obvious physical marks to a child, there are also behavioural and emotional signs of physical abuse.  Examples of these are:

· shying from physical contact

· being withdrawn

· being aggressive with other children

· undergoing sudden behaviour changes

· showing lack of trust

· having feeding/eating difficulties

· being frightened of, or reluctant to be with, the abuser

· showing frozen watchfulness.

Assignment 2 – Questions

(complete on screen below, by email or by scanning your handwritten answers.  Use as much space as needed.  Make sure your answers are clear and numbered.  The number in brackets following the questions relates to the marks available for your answer to that particular question.  Please consider this when answering, for example, a question worth 5 marks will require more detail than a question worth 1 mark.  Please make sure you include your name and student number on your answer sheet. If you use more than one sheet, please number each page and place your student number at the top)
NAME:







STUDENT NO:



1 What is the definition of Physical Abuse? (2)
2 Please state for the following injuries whether they would most likely be accidental or suspicious: (5)
Recurring broken bones –

Animal bite-

Burn with a clear round outline-
Hand print on the child’s buttocks-

Minor bruising on the knees-

3 List 3 behavioural signs of physical abuse (3)
4 Your child comes home from school each day feeling upset because another child continually hits them.  Would you tell your child to hit them back?  Is this a form of physical abuse or is this simply teaching a child to defend themselves?  Explain your reasons. (5)
5 Read the following two case studies and answer the questions in detail.  Each case study is worth 10 marks each.

Case Study 1: “Grace, who is age 3, arrived at Sunday School  with a large cut under her chin.  She was her normal happy self.  Her mother explained that she fell while playing with her cousin.  This is the third time in a few weeks that something similar to this has happened.  She previously had a large bump on her head as a result of a fall.” 
Is there cause for concern for Grace?  Would you feel the same if Grace had been upset that day? Explain your reasons. (10)

Case Study 2: “Joseph, aged 4, regularly needs reassurance and comfort from adults.  When playing with other children he suddenly becomes violent and begins to hit another child for no apparent reason and tells them it is their own fault as they should have played the game HE wanted to play.”

Is there cause for concern?  Explain your reasons. (10)
6 What does the Bible say about physical punishment and abuse?  Quote references if possible.  Based on this, is it right to “smack” or physically “hit” a child as a form of punishment?  If so, when does it stop being “chastisement” and become abuse?  Can you think of an occasion of physical abuse in the Bible. Give reasons for what you say and cover each point mentioned.  Your answer should be no less than 150 words. (15)
